Chemical sensitivity and chronic fatigue in Gulf War veterans: a brief report.
The foci of this brief report are to (1) describe the prevalence of chemical sensitivity (CS) and chronic fatigue (CF) symptomatology and of presumptive multiple CS and CF syndrome diagnoses, and (2) explore the potential overlap between one purported case definition (i.e., chronic multi-symptom illness) and these unexplained symptom syndromes in a well-characterized group of Gulf War veterans. The number of subjects with CS and CF symptomatology and presumptive multiple CS and CF syndrome diagnoses was higher in the Gulf War-deployed group compared with a group deployed to Germany during the Gulf War. However, the percent differences were not significant when comparing the presumptive diagnoses of multiple CS and CF syndrome. The characteristic differences between the groups and the overlap with chronic multi-symptom illness are also discussed.